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Admiral Mike Miller, thank you so much for that wonderful introduction.  Mr. President, I’d like to add my welcome to that of Admiral Miller, and my thanks for all you do as Commander-in-Chief for our Sailors and Marines around the world every day, and all that the First Lady does on behalf of those who serve and those who love them.  

To our distinguished guests, to family, friends, faculty and most importantly the U.S. Naval Academy Class of 2013, welcome to Commissioning Day.  It is wonderful to be here at Navy-Marine Corps Stadium and I can’t think of a more fitting location to graduate and to be commissioned, here where so many memories of your class were formed and where the heroic deeds and storied battles of those who have gone before you are inscribed around us.

For the Midshipmen who are about to be commissioned, Ensigns and Second Lieutenants, congratulations!  You have earned it.  As the saying goes, you have put in the time, one nickel at a time.  It’s a journey that you began the day you turned down your acceptance to West Point.

In this journey, behind every single one of you, helping you to succeed have been parents and grandparents, brothers and sisters, classmates and teachers, company officers, coaches, King Hall stewards and many others that you may not even know.  Take time after this ceremony today to thank them, to give them a hug.  And recognize what they have done to make this day possible, because in so many ways this is their day, too.  

These past four years have challenged you in a lot of ways, and prepared you for the challenges ahead.   You are graduating from college today, like thousands of others across this country.  Representing that will be your diploma.  It is an acknowledgment of the demanding education that you’ve mastered here. 

But you will receive a second document today.  It is a document unique to those who have completed a hard and demanding training program while getting that great education.  It is the same document that started the careers here of officers like Dewey and Nimitz and Lejeune.  It’s your Commission as an officer in the United States Navy or Marine Corps.  It conveys a special trust and confidence directly from the President of the United States.  With it though, comes a responsibility of leading our nation’s young men and women.  This commission isn’t about past accomplishments.  It is about future contributions.

I want to thank every one of you for making the conscious decision to commit the next part of your life, whether it is five years or forty, to this country.  

During the time you have pursued your education and your training here, the Navy and Marine Corps that you are about to join and about to lead, have been globally deployed and globally engaged.  Sailors and Marines have continued operations in Afghanistan.  They have conducted a massive sea-based mission to provide disaster relief in Haiti after the 2010 earthquake.  They’ve launched Tomahawk strikes into Libya, and flew Harrier missions in support.  The RONALD REAGAN Carrier Strike Group and ESSEX amphibious ready group responded within hours to the Sendai earthquake and tsunami in Japan.  Our ships, Sailors, and Marines have deployed to the Horn of Africa to fight the pirates, and they daily conduct partnership and cooperation missions worldwide.  They are the guarantors of freedom of navigation and they provide global security.  They have, and they do, stand the watch; a steady presence to respond to whatever comes.  U.S. Sailors and Marines have done this, and done it superbly, for decades.

And now it is your turn.  It is your turn to join that great legacy, and to build a greater legacy of your own.  You’ll need absolutely everything you learned here at the Academy, but you’ll also need the spirit that brought you here.  Ensigns and Second Lieutenants, like all Sailors and Marines, look to the sea.  You look to the far horizon, wanting to know what is beyond, and ready and able to deal with whatever is there.  I have absolute faith and confidence that you can, and will, deal with whatever is there.  The future of this nation depends on it.

So from the Navy: Semper Fortis - Forever Courageous.
From the Marine Corps: Semper Fidelis - Forever Faithful.
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