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Admiral Donald, thank you for that introduction.  To all of you who have come 

out on this perfect Navy day, thank you for coming to Groton to celebrate the christening 

of the Virginia class submarine MISSOURI and the continuity of service and legacy of 

victory that she represents for our Nation and for our Navy.  To Chairman Skelton and to 

our congressmen, thank you for your remarks and your tremendous efforts on behalf of 

our men and women in uniform. 

In January 1944, Margaret Truman, daughter of then-Senator Harry Truman who 

held the same seat which Senator Claire McCaskill holds today, broke the traditional 

bottle of champagne on the bow of the battleship MISSOURI at the New York Navy Yard 

and sent her into the cold winter waters of the East River.   

Sixty-five years later, we christen another MISSOURI and send her into the cold 

winter waters of the Thames River.  She is a link in the honored chain of ships to bear the 

name and another chapter in the storied history of the service.  Like her four 

predecessors, this submarine will sail as a continuing symbol of the power of our Nation 

and of our fleet.  Like her predecessors, this submarine will sail ready to fight and win 

our Nation’s wars.   

But unlike her predecessors, this submarine will sail quietly beneath the waves 

and she will advance the interests of our country in ways that her forbearers could not 
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have imagined.  As Admiral Donald said, I’m a former surface warfare officer and we 

know what submariners called my ship -- a target.  This MISSOURI will join her sisters 

of the Virginia class in accomplishing the wide variety of missions we ask of our modern 

submarines.  She may patrol the waters of the Western Pacific or North Atlantic.  She 

may work with the Coast Guard and our international partners to stem the flow of illegal 

narcotics into our country.  She may support our Strike Groups conducting operations in 

Fifth Fleet.  And she will deploy to answer the unknown challenges of the future, 

wherever they may be, in support of our maritime strategy and our national objectives.  

The ability of the MISSOURI to meet all these missions is a result of the 

dedication and skill of both Electric Boat and Northrop Grumman Shipbuilding and the 

thousands of workers who built her, many of whom are here today.  Each submarine of 

the Virginia class has consistently been on or ahead of schedule and on or under budget.  

As other speakers have mentioned, this MISSOURI sets the bar even higher - it will be 

delivered nine months faster than the NEW HAMPSHIRE, the last submarine constructed 

here.   

For the men and women who built the MISSOURI, it is your work that proves an 

effective partnership between Navy and Industry can keep our costs under control.  It is 

your work that guarantees our Submarine Force remains the finest in the world.  And it is 

your work that will be carried on through the service of the Sailors who will crew the 

MISSOURI throughout the next 33 years.  Those standing here today and those who will 

serve will make you and all of us very proud.   
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Joining the crew in that journey will be Rebecca Gates.  Becky, I understand you 

grew up in a Coast Guard family – but I am glad you are now part of the Navy family as 

well.  You have already shown that your commitment to this ship will equal your 

commitment to education, demonstrated throughout your successful 28-year career.  It is 

a commitment that will be matched by the professionalism and dedicated patriotism of 

the MISSOURI and her crew.  Wherever they go, you go with them.  

Senator McCaskill, thank you for being here to represent Missouri, the Senate, 

and through your connection, by holding the same seat, to President Truman and that 

1944 christening, the legacy and continuity of the Navy.  You have been a constant friend 

of the military and a true public servant to our Nation; as a prosecutor in Kansas City and 

Jackson County, fighting against violent crime, domestic violence, and arson; as a state 

legislator, passing legislation to punish repeat offenders; and as state auditor of Missouri, 

where you guarded against fraud and waste, removed unnecessary cost from the budget, 

and championed the taxpayers’ interests.  I know from personal experience the demands 

of the state auditor’s position and I admire your constant diligence to ensure fiscal 

responsibility.   

It is a cause you have taken to the Senate where you continue to demand fiscal 

accountability and transparency inside our government.  I and the Navy are privileged to 

work with you and I look forward to our continued efforts, in conjunction with your 

colleagues in the Senate and the House, to make significant reforms in the acquisition and 

procurement process. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, please welcome the Senator from the state of Missouri, 

Claire McCaskill. 

 

 


