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On auto bumpers, windshields, bulletin 
boards, bulkheads, and about any place else 
a Navyman might tack up a poster or affix 
a sticker, the above picture has been promi- 
nently displayed for several months. De- 
stroyermen and their ships are being saluted 
this year by everyone who is aware of the 
impact the Force has made in the building 
of today’s Navy, and for the jobs the de- 
stroyers did in the past. 

The family is big-there are more de- 
stroyers than any other type of ship in the 
Navy, all members of a clan which has 
grown in just six decades from a few tor- 
pedo boats. 

Tm MYRUU) OF JOBS performed by destroy- 
ers during wartime, and the multi-purpose 

grind of their peacetime operations, are the 
main reasons they enjoy a reputation as- 
“workhorses of the Fleet”-in and out of the 
Destroyer Family. 

The speedy, maneuverable, destroyer 
types are virtually made to order for a wide 
variety of missions. Among other things, 
they have served as convoy escorts, landing 
ships, minelayers, rescue ships, minesweep- 
ers, transports, picket ships, and recovery 
vessels. In addition, the DD-type is an effec- 
tive antisubmarine weapon. 

Not the least of the destroyer’s talents is 
her ability to fight. She may carry missiles, 
rockets, helicopters and depth charges, in 
addition to 5-inch guns. Destroyers have 

itted against the biggest and best the 
could offer when the chips were 

down-everything from machinegun nest to 
battleship. 

n f i ~  issue of ALL HANDS salutes the de- 
stroyef type ships, the men who have sailed 
in them, past and present, and the men and 
ships who operate in support of the family. 

Herein we take a look at the histories of 
destr yers of yesteryear and watch them 
devedp P over a span of 60 years. 
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Most Versatile Ships 
They make excellent space cap- 

sule recovery ships. 
They kill subs. 
Some destroyers carry drone heli- 

Others carry mail and freight. 
And missiles to shoot at enemy 

planes. 
They serve as radar picket ships 

which patrol the Fleet early warning 
barriers. 

They are good-will ambassadors. 
They have poked their sharp lit- 

tle noses into about every port in the 
world, including Basra. 

copters. 

They do other things, too. 
They kill subs. 
Ask any destroyerman. 
The speed, maneuverability, rela- 

tively high firepower, and compara- 
tively low construction cost of the 
destroyer types have resulted in not 
merely the most versatile, but, ton 
for ton, the most efficient naval craft 
devised. 

Destroyers also belong to a family 
of specialists. 

EARLY DESTROYERS were developed 
to carry and fire a specific 

weapon-the torpedo. Through the 
years, the task on which perhaps 
most emphasis has been placed is 
that of seeking out and killing sub- 
marines. Much, if not most, of the 
Navy’s antisubmarine assignments 
are handled by the destroyer family. 
And for good reasons: 

DDs have staying power-they 
can remain with a contact for days, 
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or even for weeks, if it’s necessary. 
DDs have all-weather capability 

-they can remain in the area of con- 
tact in any kind of weather. 

DDs can be equipped with all 
the weapons necessary to conduct a 
complete attack on a sub. 

Emphasis on ASW has been evi- 
dent in the development of destroyer 
type ships. Improvements in radar, 
sonar, electronic countermeasures 
and communications systems are 
continuous. The destroyer family is 
being equipped with ASW weapons 
like DASH (drone antisubmarine 
helicopter) and the system’s ac- 
companying hangar, launching and 
landing platform, and control equip- 
ment. (DASH is designed to add a 
long range punch to the DD’s sub 
killing arsenal. Briefly, here’s how it 
works: Once an enemy sub is de- 
tected, the drone helicopter is 
launched and guided toward the 
target by radar. Over the target, 
either homing torpedoes or nuclear 
depth charges can be dropped to 
accomplish the kill.) 

The destroyer as a multi-purpose 
ship is largely the result of changes 
brought about between World Wars 
I and 11. The tactical uses for de- 
stroyers were expanded. DDs began 
to take on not only the looks, but also 
some of the duties of light cruisers; 
during World War I1 they were as- 
signed to scouting, screen and com- 
bat duties that had before been 
cruiser tasks, and were sent on bom- 
bardment and invasion missions. 

It was during World War I1 that 
the destroyer came of age as an all- 
purpose ship. 

Because of its mobility, and shal- 
low draft, the DD is able to steam 
close to shore to slug it out with 
field artillery. The Germans have 
been credited with first employing 
destroyers as floating field artillery. 
During the British invasion of Nor- 
way early in 1940 a few German 
DDs came out of hiding in the depth 
of a fjord and wiped out a beach- 
head. 

The same year the British Alex- 
andrian squadron was called upon to 
soften up beachheads in support of 
the Libyan campaign. British DDs 
were stationed so close to shore they 
could fire almost point-blank at field 
artillery positions, machinegun nests, 
tanks, and even ground troops. 

In October 1942, it was floating 
firepower in the form of a few DD 
and DE squadrons which opened the 
first breach in the German lines dur- 
ing the North African campaign. 

HE INVASION of Southern France 
Texemplified the new importance of 
U.S. destroyers-nearly 50 of them 
were concentrated in less than 20 
miles of shoreline during a major 
assault. They bombarded defense in- 
stallations while, further offshore, 
cruisers and battleships tossed heav- 
ier artillery in preparation for the 
landing. 

The close-in use of DD firepower, 
however, did not excuse the destroy- 
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DOUBLE ACTION-Destroyer exchanges fire with shore batteries while laying smoke screen in Wonsan harbor. 

ers from performing their more 
orthodox jobs. There was lots to do: 
Minesweeping, convoying, and daily 
scrapping with enemy subs. And, 
there was always something new to 
test her versatility, such as pinch- 
hitting for the landing ships that 
were yet to come. 

The four-stacker destroyers Bern- 
adou (DD 153), Cole (DD 155), 
and Dallas (DD 199)-all launched 
shortly after World War I and resur- 
rected in 1939 for antisubmarine 
patrols in the Atlantic-served as 
landing ships in the North African 
invasiori of November 1942. D d h  
landed her troops at Port Lyautey, 
Moroccb. Bemadou and Cole entered 
the port of Safi, Morocco. The de- 
stroyers’ assault troops established 
and held beachheads until slower 
transports could move in, lower in- 
vasion barges, and land the troops 
that were to spearhead a more far- 
reaching assault. 

The wartime roles of the DD were 
greatly expanded in the vast reaches 
of the Pacific. 

Teamwork between carriers and 
destroyers reached a high state of 
efficiency; when distance called for 
the extensive employment of aircraft, 
it was the DD’s job to lend her high 
maneuverability and firepower to the 

defense of the more vulnerable car- 
rier. In addition, island-hopping, 
convoy protection, scouting, and as- 
sault assignments made strenuous 
demands on her ability to do many 
jobs. 

. Minesweeping operations became 
the specialty of many destroyer types. 
Ships such as uss Hamilton (fitted 
for minesweeping capability and re- 
designated DMS) swept channels 
clear for invasions of the Admiralty 
Islands, Kwajalein, and Hollandia, 
and cleared paths for men who 
waded ashore at Saipan, Guam, and 
the Palaus. Hamilton was in the van 
of invasion forces at Leyte and 
Luzon. Hamilton, incidentally, was 
later converted to AG 111. 

Pacific Fleet destroyers fought 
through the slot of the Solomons 
into the face of the Tokyo Express. 

Some ran headlong at enemy bat- 
tleships and died to protect the ships 
they were charged with escorting. 

Many fell victim to enemy artil- 
lery and suicide bombers. 

EFORE AND AFTER the attack on 
Pearl Harbor, underseas warfare 

was a dominant theme, both in and 
out of the destroyer force. Just as the 
old four-stackers had protected con- 
voys against sub attacks during WW 

NICE ClATCH - Destroyermen and astronaut John Glenn inspect space 
capsuleton board USS Noa (DD 841) after its recovery from Atlantic waters. 

I, newer destroyers and destroyer 
types were built to handle much of 
the task of getting slow convoys to 
their WW I1 destinations. 

The “escort vessel,” or DE, smaller 
than 9 regular destroyer, was mass- 
produced by wartime shipyards to 
serve as convoy escorts. More than 
400 wartime DES were placed into 
commission; the full-sized DDs were 
relieved for other duties. (The DE 
is now called “escort ship.”) 

HE HISTORY of naval warfare con- 
Ttains few actions which match the 
battles fought by a few DES and 
DDs during the slugfest off Samar 
in October 1944. Three destroyers 
and four DES, along with six escort 
carriers, were pitted against four 
enemy battleships-including the 
monstrous 63,000-ton Yamato, which 
had 18-inch guns-and eight cruisers 
and 11 destroyers. Though out- 
weighed and outgunned, the force 
fought gallantly. The destroyers 
Johnston (DD 557) and HoeZ (DD 
533) and the escort ship Samuel B .  
Roberts (DE 413) were sunk during 
their fight against overwhelming 
odds. 

The DES gave a good account of 
themselves wherever they served. 
The little ships proved their worth 
not only in convoy-escort type work, 
but in many other fields. As members 
of hunter-killer groups, they helped 
launch the major offensive against 
enemy subs in the Atlantic. They 
served as plane guards for carriers, 
helped soften up enemy-held beaches 
for invasion, and, with troop quarters 
and the addition of gear for stowing 
and handling small landing craft, 
they became high speed transports 
( APD) . 

By the time the smoke of World 
War I1 had cleared, the destroyer 
types were well established as all- 
around ships. After the war many 
members of the destroyer family 
were sold by the Navy; many others 
went into the mothball fleet. 
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In 1950 the Navy started a pro- 
gram of converting DES to the float- 
ing radar sets called DERs (radar 
picket escort ships). 

DESTROYERS WERE NOT IDLE during 
the Korean conflict-not by a 

long shot. A typical Korea destroyer 
group was DesDiv 151. 

In the Korean area from August 
1952 through January 1953 the four 
ships of DesDiv 151 averaged 36,000 
miles underway; a good part of 
which was under combat conditions. 
Once, the ships operated continu- 
ously at sea for 34 days; on another 
occasion for 32 days. In a five-month 
period the ships averaged 26 under- 
way refuelings and eight replenish- 
ments and rearmings. 

The DesDiv also destroyed 20 
floating mines, and, among other 
things: 

uss Boyd (DD 544) blasted 
enemy supply trains on Korea’s west 
coast. 

uss Tingey ( D D  539), in in- 
terdiction work along the east coast 
from the 38th parallel to the Korean- 
Siberian border, sent shoreward more 
than 3000 rounds of 5-inch ammo. 

uss McDermut (DD 677), after 
damaging an enemy supply train, 
came to the rescue of minesweepers 
that were being worked over by large 
caliber shore batteries. McDermut 
silenced the enemy guns with a bar- 
rage of 5-inch fire and laid a smoke 
screen to cover the sweeps’ retreat. 

uss Yamal2 (DD 541), after a 
month with a British-commanded 
task group on the west coast of 
Korea, rejoined the DesDiv, and by 
the end of the tour had chalked up 
four counter-battery engagements 
with the enemy. 

Other Korea DDs knocked out 
trains, bombarded shore batteries, 
shot up bunkers, laid smoke screens 
and destroyed mines. They served 
as ASW screen ships, helped keep 
the enemy’s small craft shorebound, 
carried passengers, light freight and 
mail for highline transfer, stood 
ready with antiaircraft batteries in 
the event of enemy air strikes, and 
acted as homing ships to help guide 
aircraft back to their carriers. 

RESCUE WORX is another job that 
the destroyer does well. Large 

and small scale rescues performed by 
destroyermen add lustre to the 
Navy’s history records. 

Examples of classic large scale 

TEAM WORK-P2V Neptune passes over USS Hammerberg (DE 101 5) while 

hunting for enemy subs during exercises off the coast of Argentina. 

rescue missions are contained in the the Medal of Honor for heroism by 
histories of the old four-stackers President Coolidge at the White 
Bainbridge and Smith. House on 2 Feb 1924. 

Back in 1922, Bainbridge (DD 
246) rescued 482 of the crew and HE DESTROYER Smith (DD 17) had 
passengers of the French military Ta complement of fewer than 100 
transport Vinh-Long. men. For a couple of hours one 

On 16 Dec 1922, Vinh-Long was night in July 1918 she bulged at the 
making passage from Bizerte to Con- seams with more than 700 extra 
stantinople (now Istanbul). She was passengers. 
carrying families of French officers On 1 Jul 1918 Smith was escort- 
and a large amount of ammunition ing the transport Covington. Shortly 
intended for delivery to French bat- after 2100 the transport was struck 
tleships. A fire broke out in her stem by a torpedo. Smith‘s log contains 
and spread throughout the ship. the rest of the story: 

Bainbridge, not far away, spotted “At 2107 saw heavy cloud of black 
the burning transport. Lieutenant smoke above Covington’s smoke 
Commander W. A. Edwards, the stacks. Changed course to right and 
DD’s commanding officer, ordered heaved over towards Covington. 
his ship alongside. Went to general quarters and went 

Twice the DD was blown back by ahead to emergency full speed. De- 
the force of explosions. The destroy- Kalb [another ship in convoy] 
ermen, however, clung to their task headed off about 30 degrees to the 
of rescuing the panic-stricken pas- left, remainder of convoy about 30 
sengers. degrees to the right. Proceeded 

After Bainbridge had been blown point 1000 yards on port quarter 
a ship’s length from the tanker, there of Covington and laid a barrage of 
was one last desperate solution to 22 depth charges, all charges func- 
the problem of remaining alongside. tioning. Was followed by Porter 
LCDR Edwards ordered full speed (DD 59) and Little (DD 79),  who 
ahead, rammed the transport, and are believed to have also dropped 
wedged the DD’s knifelike bow into depth charges. Proceeded to Coving- 
its side. ton. Covington fired several shots 

Then, securely locked in the gap- from port after gun. Circled her 
ing hole which their ship had made, twice. 
the destroyermen went to work. The “Stopped abreast and called boats 
DD’s small boats scoured the sur- in water alongside. Began picking 
rounding water picking up scores of up survivors in boats. Kept a crew 
men, women and children, while the in each boat so as, if necessary, to 
remaining passengers and crew were send them back to the ship, as CO 
led to safety. of Covington had signal 

Of a total of 495 on board the probably would not sink. Sent s:x 
doomed ship, 482 were rescued by boats to pick up men on rafts, and 
Bainbridge. three boats to ship. At 2250 cut loose 

LCDR Edwards was presented all boats alongside and proceeded 
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r’our of the notillas will include 
cruisers, the remaining two only 
destroyer and escort squadrons. 

IT SEEMS THERE’S no end to new jobs 
for destroyers. 
Keeping pace with the times, de- 

stroyers have an important role in 
U. S. space advances. The speedy, 
maneuverable DDs are virtually 
made to order for the recovery of 
space capsules at sea. The pickups 
made by u s  Rowan (DD 782) and 
Noa (DD 841) are examples of what 
DDs have done in the recent past. 

Rowan broke into the news as a 
member of the U. S. space team in 
the fall of 1960 when an instrument- 
filled package was rocketed into 
space from Point Arguello, Calif., to 
a point some 1320 miles out into the 
Pacific. 

A three-ship task group, of which 
Rowan was B member, was charged 
with recovering the capsule. The 
other two ships were uss Paul Revere 
(APA 248) and uss Gurke (DD 
7 8 3 ) .  The estimated impact area 
was a section of water approximately 
1500 miles south-southwest of San 
Diego, about midway between Aca- 
pulco, Mexico, and Hawaii. 

After rehearsals with a dummy 
capsule, Rowan and her compan- 
ions deployed to their recovery po- 
sitions: Gurke, six miles north of 
Point Zulu (the estimated impact 
area); Rowan, 62 miles east; and 
Paul Revere, 30 miles west-south- 
west. 

Half an hour after the capsule 
was blasted into space, reports of 
radar contacts began pouring into 
Paul Revere’s control room. Rowan 
was the closest-approximately 60 
miles away. Rowan plotters pin- 
p‘ inted the capsule’s position. Once 
alongside the capsule, a couple of 
destroyermen leaped into the water 
and secured it with line. The de- 
stroyer then messaged the news that 
the mission had been successful. 

The capsule Noa plucked out of 
the Atlantic one day last February 
contained Lieutenant Colonel John 
Glenn, USMC, who had completed a 
three-orbit flight around the earth. 
Like other DDs in the special task 
force which comprised the capsule 
recovery team, Noa was well pre- 
pared for the pickup. One of her 
whaleboat davits had been specially 

AMPHIB DUTY TOO- Addition of troop quarters and landing craft gear 
turned DDs into high speed transports like USS Carpellotti (APD 136). 

When the capsule reentered the 
atmosphere after five hours and 53 
minutes in space, a Noa crewman 
spotted the huge orange parachute 
which eased it back to earth. Noa 
was about three miles away. Near- 
ing the capsule, the ship jockeyed 
into an approach from the windward 
side. This enabled her to nudge 
gently alongside the bobbing space 
craft without damaging it. A special 
Noa sea detail swung into action, 
and, before long, both capsule and 
astronaut were safely on board. 

DVANCES IN SHIP DESIGN in recent A years make it pretty clear the 
destroyer family is keeping pace 
with the rest of the Navy. uss Dewey 
(DLG 14),  for example, the first- 
commissioned of the 10-ship Farra- 
gut class guided missile frigates, is 
one of the first ships designed and 
built from the keel up with em- 
phasis on guided missiles. 

Dewey’s twin launcher fires the 
Terrier, which can destroy aircraft 
traveling at supersonic speeds at alti- 
tudes above those reached by con- 
ventional gun systems. The missiles 
are selected from below-deck maga- 
zines and placed upon the launcher 
which is trained, elevated and fired 
automatically. The operations are di- 
rected from Dewey’s CIC. 

Backing up Dewey’s missiles are 
five automatic rapid-fire guns: A 5- 
inch/54 and two twin 3-inch/50s. 
The latter have the advantage of 
each being on a separate fire control 
system, which d o w s  for increased 

also have radar gear 
--eking and firing. 

which can detect targets more than 
200 miles distant. 

Dewey’s main antisubmarine 
weapon is Asroc, the rocket-pro- 
pelled homing torpedo. An 8-round 
Asroc launcher is mounted on 
Dewey’s 01 deck level forward of 
the bridge. (The launcher’s nick- 
name is “the coffin,” which it some- 
what resembles.) Also included in 
Dewey’s antisubmarine warfare gear 
are two triple torpedo tube mounts 
from which homing torpedoes are 
launched. 

Dewey can stop, start, turn or 
change speeds with completely auto- 
mated boiler operation. Her high 
bow contributes to her stability; the 
effect of bow waves at high speeds 
is lessened. The over-all difference? 
“Quite noticeable,” report men 
who’ve served in older DD types. 

I N  SPITE OF THE TREND toward job 
specialization in the destroyer 

categories, many DD-types remain 
jacks-of-all-trades. Today’s picket 
ships, escorts, frigates and guided 
missile destroyers are operational 
proof of specialization of sorts, but 
these ships, along with the many 
run-of-the-mill DDs still in service, 
can, if necessary, screen a Fleet, 
shoot it out with enemy planes, shore 
batteries or ships, and serve as 
weather stations, frontier guards or 
transports. 

Members of the destroyer family 
are tougher than ever. 

They’ll tangle with anything from 
life raft to carrier at the drop of a 
hat (or push of a button). 

-Dan Kasperick, JO1, USN. 
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UNITED STATES SLOOP OF WAR R4 
W a r  s h i p s  known as 'Eiyhteenth Century D< 
Captain John Paul Jones was the f i rs t  warsl 

ANGER O n e c  
zrtroyers,' the 1E 
~p to fly the 

j f  the Revolutionary 
I-gun sloop under 
jtars and Stripes 

USS STILETTO 
1886 for experiment 
supply could drive h 

USS STRINGHAM (TB 19) 
commissioned in 1905, this 228-foot torpedo boat cut water o t  30 knots. 
carried four 6-pounders and two 18-inch tubes. 

Requested by  President Teddy Roosevelt and  
She 

The US. built 35 torpedo boats. 

USS COLHOUN (DD 85) (WICKES CLASS) Commissioned in June 
1918, this 'light boat '  four-stacker, seen here In her war paint, meosured 314'12 feet. 
Later converted to APDP, she was lost to  Japanese aircraft on 30 Au3 1942. 

(WTB I)  
01 ond training purposes 
er a t  18.2 knots. 

This 94-foot wooden torpedo boot was built in 
Single-sc:ewed, her four-ton coal 

Here she fires a torpedo from her bow tube. 

USS TERRY (DD 25) (PAULDING CLASS) Commissioned in 1910, she 
had a 742-ton normal displacement and bore 14-pounders, .30 CUI. guns and 18-inch 
tubes. Three screws drove this 294-foot turbine-driven 011 burner a t  29 5 knots. 

USS POPE (DD 225) (CHANDLER CLASS) Commissioned In 1920, 
she was one of four four-stackers which sank 23,496 tons of Japanese shipping a t  
Balikpapan tn January of '42 On 1 M a r  1942 she was sunk in the Java Seo 

USS BAGLEY (DD 386) (CRAVEN CLASS) Cc 
the 341-foot DD defended at Pearl Harbor, fouyht a t  Rabau 
Eastern Solamons, New Britain, the Marianos operotion ond ( 

347-foot, 5-1nch DD, 
I t o  the Med .  She 
nd  two torpedo nests. 



USS YOUNG (DD 580) (FLETCHER CLASS) Commissjoned in July 
'43, this 376-foot DD served in the Pacific She bore SIX h n c h  38s, five 40-mm, 
seven 2O-mm, two 2l-inch torpedo nests (quint), depth charge tracks and prolectors 

USS LOWR! 
in July '44, the 
bottled ot L u m  



GOING OVER - Destroyers sail heal 

o DO~JBT THE TRUE ORIGIN of the 
destroyer lies in obscurity, but as 

far as we are concerned, its genesis 
might very well be found in the ac- 
tion against css Albemarle by 21- 
year-old Lieutenant William B. Cnsh- 
ing (sed ALL HANDS, page 59, Sep- 
tember 1953) during the Civil War. 

In the space of several months in 
the early part of 1864, Albemarle 
had defied the best efforts of the 
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Meanwhile, some 1200 torpedo 
boats were in service or in the plan- 
ning stages throughout the world’s 
navies. A countenveapon had to be 
devised to combat these new, fast 
and very dangerous ships which 
could, with relatively little expendi- 
ture of lives or money, threaten the 
major ships of any naval power. 

The sinking of an iron warship by 
torpedo boats in the Chilean Civil 
War of 1891 startled observers. 
Again, in 1894 at Weihaiwei, Jap- 
anese torpedomen disabled 14,000 
tom of Chinese naval vessels. It was 
obvious that something had to be 
done to neutralize this impudent new 
weapon. 

. 

THE ANSWER lay in the torpedo boat 
destroyer (the term was later 

shortened to simply “destroyer”), 
which first came into being in the 
fleets of the world in the 1890s. The 
torpedo boat destroyer had to be fast 
enough to catch enemy torpedo boats 
and gunned well enough to destroy 
them. In addition, she usually car- 
ried torpedoes of her own for use 
against likely surface targets. Her 
mission was soon enlarged to include 
such surface actions as had pre- 
viously been delegated to gunboats, 
small monitors and naval vessels of 
similar caliber. 

As a result, 16 torpedo boat de- 
stroyers of “about 400 tons displace- 
ment” were authorized by the 
United States on 4 May 1898. Of 
these, five ships-uss B~nbridge 
(DD l ) ,  Bury (DD 2) ,  Chuncey 

A BEGINNING--Torpedo boat USS 

(DD 3) ,  Dale (DD 4)  and Decutur 
(DD 5)-were commissioned in 
1902. ( Strictly speaking, Buinbridge 
was not the first U. S. destroyer to 
be commissioned. Buinbridge and 
B a q  were commissioned 24 Nov 
1902; Chuncey was commissioned 
20 Nov 1902; Dale, 24 Oct 1902; 
and Decutur, 19 May 1902. Never- 
theless, because of her hull number, 
Buinbridge is generally considered to 
be the first U. S. destroyer.) 

Bainbridge was a ship of 420 tons 
displacement, whose 8000 horse- 
power drove her at 29 knots. She 
was armed with two torpedo tubes, 
two three-inch guns and five six- 
pounders. Her career was not no- 
tably distinguished. She served with 
the Asiatic Fleet from 1904 to 1917 
and with the U. S. Patrol Force at 
Port Said, Egypt, from 1917 to 1918. 
She was decommissioned in July 
1919. 

The construction of new destroy- 
ers continued at a brisk pace up to 
the first World War. Various im- 
provements, such as the conversion 
from coal to oil and from reciprocat- 
ing engines to steam turbines were 
included but, in spite of changes in 
design, DDs all had the same es- 
sential mission-to seek out and de- 
stroy enemy torpedo boats in large- 
scale surface fleet actions. 

By the time hostilities were de- 
clared between the United States and 
Germany in 1917, 68 DDs had been 
commissioned. 

BY THIS TIIME, the destroyer flotilla 
had become a necessary adjunct 

Stiletto, built in 1886, fires a torp 

to the scouting line, and World War 
I was to demonstrate the DDs value 
also in antisubmarine warfare and in 
convoy work. 

The formidable German subma- 
rine threat required positive counter- 
measures if the Allies were to survive. 
Various weapons and methods were 
tried, some of the most promising of 
which were depth charges and 
underwater listening devices. 

Destroyers found their main use- 
fulness at this time in defensive anti- 
submarine patrol and convoy escort. 
Offensive antisubmarine warfare was 
largely untried because of weapon 
limitations. However, the adoption of 
the convoy system with destroyer 
escort proved quite suecessful in 
combating the submarines, and thus 
gave another role to destroyers. 

I t  was in this sphere of activity 
that the old flush-deck four-stackers 
became best known. In all, 270 were 
commissioned between 1917 and 
1922. They ranged from DD hull 
numbers 69 to 347, minus DDs 200 
to 205, which were authorized but 
not completed, and 71 to 73, which 
might be called “three-stacked four- 
stackers. * 

A typical four-stacker-in addition 
to its four smoke stacks and flush 
deck-had a displacement of 1190 
tons; length of 314 feet; beam, 30 
feet, eight inches; draft, eight feet, 
eight inches; complement, 150; 
speed, 35 knots; armament, four 4- 
inch guns, two .30-caliber machine 
guns and 12 21-inch torpedoes. 

Depth charges and additional 
antiaircraft machine guns were added 

led0 from port side during test run. 







TIN FISHING - DD men load torpedo tubes while in port in WW II. 

covered and recommissioned by the 
United States. However, a new u s  
Stewart (DE 238) had been commis- 
sioned meanwhile, so the earlier 
Stewart was officially designated only 
as DD 224. 

Action with the Asiatic Fleet gave 
the four-stackers their one opportu- 
nity to perform their original, desig- 
nated mission of surface ship torpedo 
attack. uss John D. Ford (DD 228), 
Pope (DD 225), Parrott (DD 218) 
and Paul Jones (DD 230) sank four 
freighters and a patrol craft with 
torpedoes and gunfire at the Battle 
of Balikpapan in January 1942. 

THE NORTH AFRICAN landings en- 
abled the four-stackers to demon- 

strate their amphibious capabilities. 
uss Bernadou (DD 153) and Cole 

(DD 155) were converted to assault 
destroyers, and sent in to land troops 
inside Safi Harbor to seize the harbor 
and shipping installations. They car- 
ried an unusual recognition device, 
a parachute flare which was designed 
to release an American flag when 
fired, the idea being that the flag 
would float down, illuminated by 
the flare, and thus perhaps prevent 
the French defenders from firing on 
the ships. 

uss D& (DD 199) was as- 
signed the job of breaching the net 
and boom defense at the mouth of 
the Sebou River and making a dash 
up the river with a load of Rangers 
who were to take the airfield at Port 
Lyautey. Although b e d  upon by 
shore batteries at point-blank range, 
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she made the run up and back with 
only minor damage, despite the fact 
that she was almost aground in the 
shallow river, kicking up mud con- 
stantly during the trip. B d o u ,  
Cole and Dallas were all awarded 
Presidential Unit Citations for their 
North African exploits. 

F OUR-PIPERS also were prominent 
in Atlantic antisubmarine work. 

They formed the destroyer elements 
of four hunter-killer groups which 
received Presidential Unit Citations. 

uss Borie (DD 215) was one of 
the most notable of these, particu- 
larly in her action on the night of 1 
Nov 1943, when she .damaged 
one German submarine with depth 
charges and then caught another on 
the surface. She engaged it with gun- 
fire, finally rammed it, attacking 
with small arms, empty shell cases 
and even a bowie knife while along- 
side. She then pulled herself free 
and finally sank the submarine with 
gunfire. However, the ramming had 
caused uncontrollable damage and 
flooding to her forward engine room, 
and Borie went down after an all- 
night battle to save her. 

Four-stacker action in the Pacific 
ranged from surface action off Guad- 
alcanai through the entire campaign 
to Kamikaze attacks off Okinawa in 
the spring of 1945. 

Four-stackers were converted for 
use as transports, seaplane tenders, 
minelayers and minesweepers. 

uss McFarlund (DD 237), for in- 
stance, had been converted to a 

patrol bomber tender before Pearl 
Harbor. But, unequipped with planes 
at that time, she was assigned anti- 
submarine patrol work and sank a 
Japanese submarine in July 1942. In 
October, she was severely damaged 
at Guadalcanal but managed to es- 
cape to Tulagi even though 30 feet 
of her fantail and her rudders had 
been blown off. She underwent 
emergency repairs at Tulagi with 
her own crew, sailed to an inter- 
mediate base and, finally, the 1000 
miles to Pearl Harbor, arriving safely 
despite a heavy gale. She later earned 
a PUC for this outstanding action. 

AFTER WORLD WAR n, the surviv- 
ing four-stackers (31 were lost 

during the war) were largely 
scrapped. They accounted for a total 
of 11 German and three Japanese 
submarine kills during the war. 

However, the war was not fought 
exclusively by four-stackers. Accord- 
ing to Roscoe’s Destroyer Operations 
in World War ZZ, 248 new destroyers 
were added to the Fleet between 
December 1941 and September 1945, 
and between January 1943 and July 
1945, 420 escort vessels were com- 
missioned. 

Over 50 DDs and DES went on to 
win Presidential Unit Citations. 

Pearl Harbor had demonstrated 
the need in all ships for increased 
antiaircraft weapons and long-range 
detection systems. Although destroy- 
ers saw considerable action in their 
historic and conventional roles 
against surface ships, as in the fight- 
ing off Guadalcanal and Samar, the 
nature of the war caused them to 
adopt two generally overriding pri- 
mary missions-antisubmarine and 
antiair screens. 

In the Atlantic, the German sub- 
marine threat required immediate de- 
fensive measures to keep the sea 
lanes open to Britain. Destroyers, first 
as convoy escorts in a role similar to 
that of World War I, and later as 
elements of hunter-killer teams, 
proved to be an effective answer to 
submarines. 

The convoys and hunter-killer 
teams were reinforced by increas- 
ing numbers of escort vessels de- 
signed for quick and relatively inex- 
pensive production to help combat 
the submarine menace. Although de- 
stroyers were used as amphibious 
support ships and for gunfire sup- 
pokt in the landings in North Africa, 
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Italy and France, their primary At- 
lantic mission was against the sub- 
marine. Sonar, which had been in- 
stalled in only 60 active U. S. de- 
stroyers in 1939, and increased depth 
charge armament, became standard 
equipment as this major responsibil- 
ity of the destroyer became recog- 
nized. 

In the Pacific, with the develop- 
ment of the fast carrier task force as 
the principal means of naval power, 
the destroyers were used as antiair- 
craft screening ships. Detection of in- 
coming raids, antiaircraft gunnery, 
and control of combat air patrol be- 
came primary destroyer missions and 
made necessary the installation of air 
search radars and more automatic-fir- 
ing antiaircraft weapons. Destroyers 
were also used as radar pickets to 
screen amphibious forces. At Okin- 
awa, 88 destroyers and 30 escort 
vessels were sunk or damaged while 
screening the landing force from 
Kamikaze attacks. 

The Fletcher (DD 445), Allen M. 
Surnm (DD 692) and Geming 
( D D  710) classes of destroyers 
which were designed and built dur- 
ing the war all reflected the lessons 
learned and the desire to make a 
general-purpose ship with capabil- 
ities to fight enemy surface, air or 
sub-surface units. 

N THE PERIOD before the Korean I conflict, two specialized types of 
destroyers were evolved, which re- 
flected the lessons of World War 11. 
Many general-purpose destroyers 
were converted to either escort de- 
stroyers (DDE), designed for anti- 
submarine work with ahead-thrown 
submarine rockets, or to radar picket 
destroyers (DDR) with increased 
radar and communications facilities. 

In the Korean conflict, destroyers 
performed neither antisubmarine nor 
antiaircraft functions to any extent. 
Used against an enemy with no navy 
and with control of the air solidly in 
United Nations hands, destroyers 
were used in support of amphibious 
landings and as blockading and inter- 
.diction fire support ships along the 
coasts of the peninsula. 

The general-purpose design of 
World W-ar I1 destroyers was vindi- 
cated as they performed hundreds of 
support missions-none of which re- 
sembled their World War I1 activity. 

The action in Korea might be 
cited as an example of the uses to 
which the relatively modem de- 
stroyer may be put in a situation of 
less than all-out war. Fifteen or 20 
destroyers were constantly on station 
in Korean waters throughout the 
entire war. Their jobs embraced al- 
most all facets of sea warfare, except 
those which had been the primary 
missions of destroyers in WW 11. 

N THE FIRST FEW DAYS of the Ko- I rean action, destroyers were called 
upon to evacuate U. S. nationals 
from Inchon and Pusan. Destroyers 
delivered gunfire support as the 
United Nations offensive began. 

The neutralization of Wolmi-Do 
by the ships of DESRON Nine was typ- 
ical. The six ships of the squadron 
steamed into narrow Flying Fish 
Channel in broad daylight, anchored 
at point-blank range off shore and 
conducted deliberate shore fire bom- 
bardment for two successive days 
preparing the island for assault and 
capture. Minefields and counter fire 
from shore batteries were the great- 
est obstacles to this operation. 

When the use of drifting and fixed 

mines threatened to take away full 
command of the sea from the United 
Nations forces, destroyers were as- 
signed to protect the minesweepers 
which worked well within the range 
of enemy shore-based batteries. 

Destroyers patrolled much of the 
coast of Korea enforcing the naval 
blockade around the perimeter of the 
peninsula. While so engaged, they 
were called upon to deliver inter- 
diction and harassment fire on rail- 
ways, bridges and roads, thus help- 
ing disrupt enemy lines of communi- 
cation. They also formed raiding 
parties with their whaleboats to cap- 
ture enemy sampans and fishing craft 
and destroy targets ashore. 

Train and truck busting were other 
typical missions for the destroyers' 
main batteries. They worked with 
Navy and Air Force planes in close 
concert, illuminating targets with star 
shells to aid the planes and, in turn, 
receiving spots from the planes to 
help the accuracy of their gunfire. 

New classes including the Forrest 
Sherman (DD 931) type, destroyer 
leaders, guided missile destroyers and 
guided missile frigates have appeared 
in considerable numbers since Korea. 

These generally feature increased 
size, greater detection equipment, 
and missiles. FRAM conversions have 
modernized the Gearing (DD 710) 
and Allen M. Surnner (DD 692) 
classes with better radar and sonar 
and more powerful antisubmarine 
weapons at the expense of torpedoes 
and conventional armament. The fu- 
ture employment of destroyers seems 
to be an extension of what they have 
done in the past, with newer tactics 
and weapons shaped by the advent 
of missiles and nuclear weapons. 

-LT Phil Collins, uSN. 

ACTION-Enemy bomber downed bv DD hits sea at ship's stern during action south of Luron in 1944. 
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DuPont (DD 941) cuts through sea. Rt; DE, USS Lester (DE 10221, is  DealeY class. 

lroyers Have Lots 
, 

HIS IS I A  PICTURE album of a pro- 
Tlific family-the destroyers. Since 
the day the family was founded in 
the secohd year of the 20th century, 
it has played an important part in 
world events. At least once it was a 
factor which turned the tide of his- 
tory. 

The family is big. There are more 
destroyers than any other ship in the 
United States Navy. Singly, one will 
probably never become the most im- 
portant ship in the Navy. Of the de- 
stroyer family, however, men will 
say, as their wives have frequently 
remarked when using tin cans, “How 
did we ever get along without them?” 

The earliest members of the fam- 
ily were authorized in 1898 during 
the Spahish-American War. They 
were called torpedo boat destroyers 
and reasonably enough, their func- 
tion was to destroy torpedo boats. 

ERE ARE SOME members of the H family as a class: 
Destrbyers (DDs)  - One of the 

earliest members of this branch of 
the family was uss Buinbridge (DD 
1) .  She was one of the torpedo boat 
destroyers authorized in 1898, and 
was commissioned on 24 Nov 1902. 

Buinbridge was a lightweight 
(only 420 tons) and was armed with 
two three-inch guns, five six-pound 
cannons and two torpedo tubes. Her 
top speed was about 28 knots. 

Except for the big switch from 

coal to oil, destroyers didn’t change 
much until World War I. 

German U-boats had wrought 
havoc with Allied shipping from the 
first moments of the war. Before the 
fighting in Europe ended, 2770 Al- 
lied and neutral ships totaling 14,- 
500,000 tons had been sent to the 
bottom by torpedoes. 

HEN THE UNITED STATES entered 
wthe war, the German high com- 
mand couldn’t have cared less, for- 
according to the German timetable- 
the U-boat offensive would finish off 
the Allies by the first of August 1917. 

So far as the Germans knew, the 
United States Navy had nothing 
which would deter them from their 
purpose. 

They were mistaken. The United 
States Navy had the destroyer, and 
it soon became apparent that the 
destructive American tin cans were a 
major weapon which could effec- 
tively be used against the German 
subs. 

More convoys, guarded by de- 
stroyers, increased the flow of food, 
material and men to Europe, and the 
tide turned against the Central 
Powers. By war’s end, the effective- 
ness of German submarine warfare 
was nil. 

During World War I the newly 
developed flush-deck four-pipers, so- 
called because of their four stacks, 
rapidly replaced the earlier types, 

identified by their raised forecastles. 
ws CuZdweZl (DD 69),  led the pa- 
rade of four-stackers. 

Their missions included scouting, 
screening for the Fleet, fast torpedo 
attacks, smoke screens and hot gun 
actions. 

They were a youthfully insolent 
kind of ship with a maximum speed 
of 32 knots and average displacement 
around 1200 tons. 

Their major armament consisted of 
12 torpedo tubes and four 4-inch 
guns. They even sported submarine 
detection gear, which had just been 
developed, and were later equipped 
with antiaircraft guns. 

Congress had authorized the con- 
struction of about 300 four-pipers 
by 1918. After peace returned to the 
world, however, no new destroyers 
were authorized until the 1930s. In 
1933 and ’34 some 70 new destroy- 
ers were authorized. As a result, nine 
new classes of destroyers-Furrugut 
(DD 348),  port^ (DD 356), MU- 
hun (DD 364), Somers (DD 381), 
Crauen (DD 382), McCull (DD 
400), Sims (DD 409), Benson (DD 
421), and Livemzore (DD 421)- 
made their appearance in the Fleet 
between 1935 and 1940. 

HE YEARS BETWEEN 1940 and 1944 
Tbelonged largely to the Fletcher- 
class destroyer. This is the member of 
the family whose profile is most 
familiar to World War I1 Navymen 
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MODIFIED DDs and DES have picket duties. L to rt: USS Leory (DDR 

The modifications brought the 
DER displacement up almost to that 
of the pre-World War I1 destroyer. 

To keep the ship’s weight down, 
prefabricated aluminum was used in 
the alterations. Even the tripod mast 
for the radar antennas and the huge 
deckhouse were constructed of 
aluminum. 

Even so, more than 60 tons of pig 
iron had to be placed in the bilges 
and voids as ballast to offset the 
added topside weight. 

No modifications, however, have 
been made to eliminate the rolls of 
40 degrees or more which rotate the 
ship from one side to the other every 
few seconds. Such rolls are routine 
in a picketeer’s life. 

However, after being tossed to the 
deck in the middle of the night a 
few times, a man soon acquires the 
knack of sleeping soundly while 
clinging to his bunk like a cat in 
a weaving treetop. 

RADAR PICKET DESTROYERS ( DDRs) 
-are Gearing-class destroyers 

from which the torpedo tubes and 
tripod radar mainmast have been re- 
moved, the radar being located aft of 

engage in hunter-killer operations. 
Norfolk was once designated a 

CLK (Cruiser, Hunter-Killer Ship) 
and has a hull resembling a Juneau- 
class cruiser. 

The second type of DL is the 
Mitscher-class. These were begun as 
DDs but redesignated DLs while 
under construction. Mitscher-class 
ships were specifically designed and 
constructed as long-range Fleet-type 
destroyers for antisubmarine duties. 
They carry advanced surface, under- 
water and antiaircraft weapons. 

It might be said here that new 
construction of conventionally armed 
frigates has been discontinued. 

Guided Missile Destroyers 
(DDGs)-The first ship built as a 
DDG was uss Charles F. Adam 
(DDG 2). She was one of eight 
authorized by Congress in Fiscal 
Year 1957. Thirteen were authorized 
between FY 1958 and 1960 and 
two during the FY 1961 program. 
(uss G y m  (DDG 1)  is a converted 
Gearing class and is the only one of 
her class.) 

The first eight DDGs were armed 
with Tartar missiles and the latest in 
long range ASW weapons. They are 

879) and USS Newell (DER 322). 

in the good life. Men slept in ham- 
mocks swung from hooks set into 
beams and carlings of the overhead 
on the lower deck. Mattresses stuffed 
with rags and shavings made the oc- 
cupants of the hammocks a little 
more comfortable, while dogs’-hair 
blankets covered them. 

Food consisted of sea-bread, raw 
salt pork, cold potatoes and vinegar. 
Meals were eaten from a squatting 
position on the deck. 

Since then, however, conditions 
have changed. Crew members of 
D m y  counted themselves lucky 
when they first saw their quarters. 
More emphasis had been placed on 
bunking comfort and comparative 
privacy. Full-sized lockers, integral 
to the bunks, were large enough to 
stow the contents of the largest sea- 
bag, and the entire ship is air-condi- 
tioned. 

Dewey’s bridge is fully enclosed. 
The accent is on visibility, which 
provides added efficiency and com- 
fort for all topside watchstanders. 

BRIDGE WORK-Destroyermen man 
the signal bridge of the escort 
shiD USS Van Voorhis (DE 1028). 









which in April of 1917 alone were 
over half the previous year’s total of 
new construction tonnage, soon 
dwindled appreciably. American sup- 
plies and men, protected by the ubi- 
quitous destroyer, changed the com- 
plexion of the war. At the end of 
hostilities it was the proud boast of 
the U. S. Navy that not one life had 
been lost in troopship convoys es- 
corted on their way to the battlefield 
by American destroyers. 

In World War I1 convoy protec- 
tion was again a major concern of 
Atlantic Fleet destroyers. 

Although insufficient escorts were 
available at first, by mid-1942 the 
coastal convoy system had been set 
up. An interlocking system encom- 
passing the Caribbean and Gulf ports 
followed soon after. Convoy sched- 
ules similar to railroad timetables 
were made up. Express lines joined 
major ports, with local runs tying into 
those from lesser seaports. Every 
convoy run got at least some protec- 
tion from surface escorts. To help 
solve the need for large numbers of 
escorts, escort vessels (DES) went 
into mass production. This ship, de- 
signed expressly for convoy work, 
sacrificed speed, size and guns in or- 
der to obtain endurance, maneuver- 
ability, antisubmarine capability, and 
most importantly, ease of construc- 
tion. Approximately 400 of these were 
completed by the end of the war. 
Thev were invaluable in the anti- , 
submarine effort. 

CONVOY SYSTEM continued 
yhroughout the entire war, essen- 

tially unchanged from the original 
World War I concept. The typical 
convoy was an impressive sight-70 
to 100 freighters and tankers of 
mixed Allied flags steaming in 10 to 
15 columns, 800 to 1000 yards 
apart, and each ship closed up to 
500 yards from the ship ahead of it. 

Outside the main body steamed 
the screen of destroyers continually 
searching with sonar and radar for 
submarines and enemy aircraft. The 
purpose of the convoy remained the 
same. It forced the submarine to 
come to the destroyer to get at the 
convoy. This concept is as valid to- 
day as ever before. 

In mid-1943 another antisubmarine 
weapon, the hunter-killer group, was 
employed in the Battle of the At- 
lantic. The airplane is invaluable in 
antisubmarine warfare. Its speed and 
range make it an ideal patrol and 
detection platform. Armed with 
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depth charges and bombs, patrol Soon, however, it became apparent 
planes made many detections and that the carrier groups could be em- 
kills in the early war years. ployed more effectively if not tied 

However, the range of even the down to a particular convoy. Their 
longest-legged patrol craft left a large commanders were given wide lati- 
mid-ocean area without any airplane tude in their orders to break off at 
coverage. Attaak carriers were too their discretion and prosecute likely 
scarce to be spared for the battle. submarine leads. Intelligence from 

Into the breach came a new team other sources, airplane sightings of 
-the escort carrier (CVE) and the submarines, sinking ships-all these 
DD. The fmt of these teams joined might give a tip-off of the presence 
the Fleet in 1943. These groups were of a submarine. The HUK groups 
employed initially as an adjunct to were free to sink submarines wher- 
the convoy with the destroyers aug- ever they might be found. “Operate 
menting the regular screen, and the against enemy submarines in the 
escort carrier steaming between the North Atlantic” was a typical order 
rows of merchant ships. given by CINCLANTFLT to one of his 

THE LATEST in detection gear keeps destroyers a strong ASW weapon. 















NUCLEAR-POWERED GUIDED MISSILE FRIGATE (DLGN)-USS 
Bainbridge (DLGN 25), shown in artist's conceptlon, i s  scheduled for commissioning 
this month The first nuclear-powered ship of the destroyer type, Bainbridge wrll have 
a range of up to 150,000 miles and can cruise for a long period without refueling. 

DESTROYER (DD)-These speedy and maneuverable little ships are Jackr-of- 
all trades Equipped to  provide defense against submarine, surface or air attack, 
DDs also act as screens, plane guards, fire-fighters, transports, scout and rescue shlps. 
USS Noa (DD 841) is plctured here after recovering LTCOL John Glenn's capsule. 

RADAR PICKET ESCORT SHIP (DER)-DERs are potrol ships rigged to  
detect enemy actton at sea or in the oir New equipment includes air-search, height- 
finder and surfoce-search radar. USS Vandivier(DER 540) of the John C. Butler 
class appears here. Former DES, DERs approximate the frigate category in other navler. 



ESCORT SHIP (DE) ( F o r m e r l y  esco r t  vessel)-DES are especially designed 
for optimum performance in locating and destroying submarines. Shown here IS 

US5 Gomwel l  (DE 1014) of the Dea/ey class, designed for fast convoy work and 
boasting lavish electronic gear. There are nine classes of DES in today's Navy. 

DESTROYER (DD)--One of our most recently produced DDs, US5 Parsons 
DD 949) (Forrest Sherman class) shown here, was completed in October 1959. 1. irst US warships with more firepower aft than forward, these 418-foot ships have 

increased freeboard forward, are air-conditioned and have aluminum superstructures. 

FRIGATE (DL) ( F o r m e r l y  d e s t r o y e r  leader)-Serving as destroyer squad- 
ron fla ships, DLs are designed to engage in hunter-killer operations. US5 Mitscher 
(now 6L 2, Formerly DD 927) shown here, has a cleared stern for helicopters 
DLs of the Mitscher class are the largest dzstroyers in the United States N a v y  

RADAR PICKET DESTROYER (DDR)-DDRs are fitted with early warning 
radar to serve as long-range pickets against enemy aircraft. Some employ variable 
depth sonar for use against enemy submarines. Radar ear is  seen here an USS 
Frank Knox (DDR 742) of the converted Gearing class Wormerly DD 710 class). 

ANTISUBMARINE DESTROYER (DD, f o r m e r l y  DDE) DD-type ships 
were converted to serve as convoy support escorts with both long and short-range 
submarine interception ability. The designation DDE was discontinued as of 30 Jun 
1962. with antisubmarine destroyers reverting to the DD classification. 

GUIDED MISSILE FRIGATE (DLG)-Designed as guided missile ships of 
the destroyer leader or large frigate class, DLGs are antiaircraft and antisubmarine 
warships, DLGs may screen high-speed task forces, support amphibious operations 
or operate independently. Terrier missiles are seen here on USS Dewey (DLG 14). 
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WORK AND PLAY - R. A. Spence, SFMFA, bends metal in machine shop. Rt: H. A. Jones, EN2, uses hobby shop. 

heads throughout the interior of the 
ship. 

In addition, with two lockers avail- 
able for each man, the King sailor 
has more than ample space for stow- 
ing his uniforms and personal gear. 

Another essential, figuring in the 
high morale of the men of King, is 
the food. Ask any sailor on board 
what he thinks on this subject, and 
it’s pretty certain his reply would be 
a favorable one. As one Navyman 
puts it, “I’ve been in many ships in 
my time, but this one tops them all 
for the quality of meals that the gal- 
ley turns out.” 

“There’s teamwork between the 
cooks and bakers,” agrees another. 
“Their pride in their work certainly 
makes for some mighty tasty meals.” 

Leadership is something else found 
in King,  and it shows right from the 
skipper on down to the junior petty 
officers. There’s teamwork among the 
men, with gratifying results. Those 
results are evident when rates are 
“handed out’’ every six months fol- 
lowing the service-wide examinations 
for advancement. 

Lectures and showings of training 
films are frequent aboard the missile 
fripate. and safetv hazards aboard 
0 ,  , 

ship are stressed in each plan of the 
day. In addition, bulletin boards 
throughout the ship display photo- 
graphs emphasizing the importance 
of traffic safety. 

Fleet Admiral King, who was born 
in Lorain, Ohio on 23 NOV 1878, 
served as Commander in Chief of the 

U. S. Fleet and Chief of Naval Oper- 
ations during World War 11. A 1901 
Naval Academy graduate, he died at 
Portsmouth, N. H., on 25 Jun 1956. 

A four-and-a-half million dollar 
high school was recently dedicated 
in Lorain in memory of FADM King 
who, when he graduated from Lorain 
High School in 1897, was valedic- 
torian. With a 2000-student capacity, 
the new school and its grounds oc- 
cupy 31 acres. 

The King story is similar to that of 
many of our ships today-she’s a fast 
ship with an enthusiastic crew. And 
it’s a pretty sure bet that if the need 
should arise to sail in “harm’s way,” 
uss King would be ready to go. 

--George S. Cotes, J02, USN, 

DLG STYLE- W. Brooks, CS2, prepares steaks for King’s crew. Rt: Terrier is ship’s big punch. 



FILL ’ER UP - USS Courtney (DE 102 1 )  and (below) USS Forrest Shermc 
(DD 931) move into position for fueling from USS Kankakee ( A 0  35 

CONTACT-Messenger carrying phone lines is passed to DE. Rt: 

DD REPLENISHMENT- 

Rigged 
EPLENISHMENT AT SEA has become 

such a fine art that U.S. Navy 
ships can operate, theoretically, from 
major overhaul to major overhaul or 
drydock period without coming into 
port. We’re referring, of course, to 
the ability of the mechanical ship, 
not the human type crew members. 

Every item needed aboard ship 
today can be furnished or replaced 
by -underway replenishment. Every 
day at sea, food, clothing, repair 
parts, fuel and personnel are trans- 
terred from one ship to another. 

All these are important and nec- 
essary for the welfare of the ship 
and her crew. There is one item 
among these, however, that is 
needed every few days and for 
which there can be no substitute- 
fuel. 

Until nuclear power is installed 
in all ships of the operating forces, 
refueling at sea will be among the 
most necessary operations accom- 
plished. Today refueling at sea is 
done as a regular routine and is a 
part of every exercise. Ships of the 
US. Sixth and Seventh Fleets are 
good examples of ships that are sus- 
tained almost exclusively by under- 
way replenishment. 

The relative ease of a refueling at 
sea operation and the number of 
times it is done without incident 
don’t remove the danger. When two 
or more ships are lashed together with 
a complex of wires and hoses, cruising 
along from 60 to 120 feet apart at 

In 

: Forward refueling station is rigged. 



for a Refueling Record 
10 to 15 knots, they are not only vul- 
nerable to attack, but are in constant 
danger of collision. 

To decrease the tied-together time 
and lessen the danger period during 
refueling at sea, speed during rig- 
ging and unrigging is necessary. 
Not reckless speed, but safe, ef- 
ficient speed. 

Many crews have become experts 
at refueling at sea. They can, on a 
clear day with smooth seas, come 
in fast and close, get the lines and 
hoses across and start receiving fuel 
in almost unbelievable times. Some 
of the times reported to ALL HANDS 
are so fast that we sometimes wonder 
how they can do it. These letters 
prompted us to investigate refueling 
at sea, and to find out for ourselves 
just what does happen when a ship 
tells us she has approached, rigged 
or unrigged in some short period. 

o DO THIS we visited uss Kankakee 
( A 0  39) in the Atlantic while she 

was operating with a group of de- 
stroyer-type ships off Cape Hatteras. 
Captain M. 0. Slater, USN, CO of 
Kankakee, explained a few of the 
finer points about refueling. 

First of all there are three times 
to be considered while refueling at 
sea: Approach time; rigging time; 
and unrigging time. 

The procedure starts with the de- 
livery ship, uss Kankakee. When 
Kankakee is steady on course and 
speed, she hoists the signal flag 

Romeo at the dip on the side that is 
rigged for refueling. When she is 
ready for the ship to make the ap- 
proach, the Romeo flag is two- 
blocked. 

Basically the same thing also hap- 
pens aboard the approach ship, let’s 
say uss Forrest Sherman (DD 931). 
She too hoists the Romeo flag at the 
dip when she is ready to come along- 
side to be refueled. At this time she 
is trailing astern of Kankakee several 
hundred yards. When Sherman’s bow 
is within 300 to 500 yards of the 
stem of Kankakee, and all is ready 
for refueling aboard, she two-blocks 
the Romeo flag and heads for Kan- 
kakee. Her approach time starts 
when the Romeo flag is two-blocked. 

CAPT Slater is of the opinion that 
if there’s any fudging to be done, as 
far as a record is concerned, here’s 
the time to do it. Naturally, if the 
ship is trying for a record she wants 
to wait until her bow is exactly 300 
yards astern of the oiler before she 
closes up the Romeo flag. “It is dif- 
ficult to determine exactly when the 
approach ship is 300 yards astern,” 
CAPT Slater said. “We take their 
word for it.” He hinted that in trying 
to set or beat a record, the approach 
ship sometimes squeezes the 300- 
yard limit just a little before she 
two-blocks Romeo, “probably with- 
out meaning to.” 

HE APPROACH TIME ends and the 
Trigging time begins when the first 

OILY START-Men of USS Courtney man refueling station. Rt: Refueling rig to USS Forrest Sherman. 

manila messenger-not a heaving line 
-is over. The rigging time ends 
when pumping has started. The 
period during the pumping isn’t 
counted, of course, because it varies 
with the amount of fuel needed by 
that ship. 

The third timed period is unrig- 
ging time. This time starts with the 
completion of delivery and ends 
when all lines are clear of the ship 
being refueled. The oiler keeps a 
record of all these times and so does 
the receiving ship, usually. 

All these times sound quite simple 
to figure and you may wonder why 
there is any discussion about them 
at all. It begins to get a little more 
complicated, however, when the 
ships start breaking these times 
down, station by station. Approach 
time, of course, is always the same. 
The rigging time, if kept by each 
station, is from the time the first 
messenger is aboard at that station 
until pumping has started at that 
station. Unrigging time is figured the 
same way-from the time delivery 
has been completed at that station 
until all lines are free at that station. 
Over-all times would be as described 
earlier. 

REFUELING AT SEA is a dangerous 
operation and there are many 

things to be considered. Here are just 
a few of the considerations: 

All rigs should be capable of 
being disconnected quickly and per- 



sonnel should be assigned specific 
responsibility for performing the dis- 
connects if they should become 
necessary. 

All equipment that temporarily 
prevents watertight hatches from 
being cldsed or blocks important ac- 
cess ladders should also be capable of 
easy and quick removal and stowage. 

Members of the replenishment 
party should be stationed as close to 
their general quarters stations as pos- 
ible. 

 the^ formation of ships should 
be dispersed so that disastrous losses 
will not be sustained from the ex- 
plosion of a single bomb. At the 
same time, ships must be stationed 
in a formation so that the refueling 
ships are given maximum protection 
from atthck. 

Conning the ship during refueling 
is not a simple matter of each ship 
holding steady on a prearranged 
course. Each ship normally cames 
a certain amount of rudder, and 
slight changes in speed and rudder 
are necessary. 

Perhaps the most important ele- 
ment during refueling is communica- 
tion between the delivering and re- 
ceiving ship. The first messenger 
across carries the telephone lines and 
the last lines to be let go are the tele- 
phone lines. It is essential that pump- 
ing and maneuvering information 
be passed between the ships quickly 
A signalman also stands by at all 
times in case the telephone fails. In 
rare cases, usually only when there is 
an emergency, megaphones are used 
between the two ships during a re- 
fueling eltercise. 

G O D  EQUIPMENT is essential to a 
successful and speedy refueling 

at sea. The following items are com- 
monly used in all types of replenish- 
ment operations. 

Distance line-This line is usu- 
ally passed between the ships along 
with the telephone lines. It is one 
and one-half inch manila, 300 feet 
long, and carries, in daylight, colored 
cloth or painted canvas markers 
every 20 feet which tell the distance 
from the delivering ship. At night, 
red flashlights are used in place of 
colored markers, The distance line 
is secured to the fleet oiler and is 
held taut by men aboard the receiv- 
ing ship. The CO of the receiving 
ship is, therefore, able to see at all 
times the distance between the ships. 

Electric megaphones-These are 
normally used only in an emergency. 
One may be used sometimes during 
the final stages of approach before 
the telephone lines are passed. Meg- 
aphones are not, however, usually 
used during a routine refueling. 

Fenders-These are the same 
fenders that are aboard every ship. 
While refueling, however, they are 
held over the side of the control ship, 
just in case the receiving ship gets a 
little chummy. 

Line-throwing gum-These have 
almost been relegated to emergency 
use today. They are always kept 
ready, but a bolo line is more com- 
monly used. This is a nylon gun line 
with a weight at the end. The 
weighted end is swung over a man’s 
head to gain momentum and then re- 
leased. Because the line is small, a 
six- or nine-thread line is bent on for 
passing messengers and other lines, 

Telephone-This is the best 
means of communications between 
ships during refueling at sea. Other 
means are sometimes used, but none 
are as good as a telephone. 

Ta ship and her crew while refuel- 
ing at sea. There is first of all the 
danger of collision, since the ships 
many times operate fewer than 100 
feet apart while cruising at some 12 
knots; then there is the danger of 
fire while passing fuel; of men falling 
overboard while working, in some 
cases, without lifelines; and finally, 
there is the danger of being attacked 
while in the rather awkward position 
of being refueled. Refueling at night 
makes even the routine parts of re- 
fueling dangerous. 

The ships themselves must guard 
against collision and fire, while their 
sister ships in the operating group 
guard them from attack by an enemy 
and also watch for men who might 
fall overboard. 

During an antisubmarine exercise, 
the ships surround the oiler and the 
refueling ships. The ships of the 
force then rotate in a clockwise di- 
rection to refuel, with the ship at 6 
o’clock in this circle moving into life- 
guard position and then into refuel- 
ing position. As one ship is finished, 
she takes her place in the screen and 
a new ship comes alongside from a 
lifeguard position. The next ship to 
be refueled acts as lifeguard for 
the ship which precedes her to the 
oiler. 

There is constant tension aboard a 
ship which is being refueled. There 
is not only the constant danger of 
attack or of fire, but also the danger 

HERE IS CONSIDERABLE DANGER to 

STERN VIEW-DE takes on fuel from USS Kankakee. Rt: Pigtail goes over the side after refueling of DE. 











Nicholas Is Oldest DD 
USS Nicholas (DD 449) cele- 

brated the 20th anniversary of her 
commissioning on 4 June. Based on 
this date, she claims to be the oldest 
active duty destroyer in the Navy- 
22 days older than O’Bannon (DD 
450) and 26 days older than 
Fletcher (DD 445). 

Nicholas has quite a record, which 
includes a Presidential Unit Citation, 
and she claims to have shot down 
eight planes and sunk two sub- 
marines. 

On 5 Jul 1943, Task Group 36.1, 
which included Nicholas, was at- 
tempting to intercept a fast-moving 
group of Japanese destroyers in Kula 
Gulf in the Solomon Islands. 

USS Honolulu (CL 4 8 )  estab- 
lished radar contact with the enemy 
at 0136 on 6 July. The task group 
moved into a single-column battle 
formation with Nicholas and OBan- 
non in the lead, followed by Hono- 
lulu, Helena (CA 75) and S t .  Louis 
(CL 49) with Jenkins ( D D  447) 
and Radford (DD 446) bringing up 
the rear. 

The Japanese flagship Niizuki 
sank under the initial attack of the 
task force. Helena was struck by 
three enemy torpedoes which slashed 
off her bow. Helena buckled in the 
middle and began to sink. She went 
down shortly after. 

Nicholas and Radford were de- 
tached to pick up survivors but they 
were interrupted by the Japanese 
destroyer Amugiri which was look- 
ing for survivors from Niizuke. 

Both Nicholas and Amagiri fired 
torpedoes which proved to be in- 
effective. Our destroyers began shell- 
ing Amagiri and scored a direct hit 
on the enemy’s radio room and 
knocked out her fire control gear. 
Amugiri fled. 

Two other Japanese destroyers 
within sight of the gunfire headed 
for the southern exit of the gulf 
while a third, Mochizuki, steamed 
north hugging the coastline of Kol- 
ombanrara Island. 

The U. S .  ships picked MochizuM 
up on radar, however, and gave 
chase. Nicholas and Radford over- 
took the Japanese ship and opened 
fire with their five-inch guns, scor- 
ing several hits. The wounded Mo- 
chizuki laid a smoke screen and fled 
to safety. 

Since daylight was approaching, 
bringing with it the threat of Jap- 
anese air attack, Nicholas and Rad- 
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ONE SCORE BEHIND - Underway and looking sharp after celebrating 
the 20th anniversary of her commissioning is USS Nicholas (DDE 449). 

ford also laid down a smoke screen was equipped with variable depth 
and left the scene. sonar to increase her detection abil- 

Nicholas and Radford returned to ities against submarines hiding in the 
the area where Helena had sunk to ocean’s thermal layers. 
continue rescue operations. -William A. Tillinghast, J02,  USN. 

On 17 Feb 1944, while escorting 
three merchant ships from Hawaii Towers Visits Down Under 
to Kwajalein, Nicholas’ radar picked Thanks to uss Towers (DDG 9 ) ,  
up a contact 24,000 yards away and Australia has received a sneak pre- 
headed for it. It proved to be a sub- view of things to come in her own 
marine which finally took several Navy. Towers, similar to ships of a 
hits from Nicholas‘ five-inchers be- new destroyer class now under con- 
fore submerging. struction by Australia, visited Sydney 

After the submarine submerged, and Melbourne recently; it was 
Nicholas laid three depth charge Australia’s first look at a DDG 
patterns, the last of which produced equipped with the Tartar surface-to- 
a tell-tale oil slick. air guided missile system. 

On 12 Nov, Nicholas, in company In Sydney, Towers demonstrated 
with Taylor (DD 468) and St.  Louis, the operation of her Tartar launcher 
contacted another diving submarine. for approximately 5000 visitors. (The 
After two series of depth charges solid-fuel-propelled Tartar is the 
were dropped by Nicholas, the sub- smallest of the Navy’s surface-to-air 
marine exploded. missiles. The weapon is designed for 

Nicholas was placed out of com- use on destroyers as a main battery, 
mission in January 1947 after having or as a secondary battery on larger 
earned 16 battle stars. ships. The shipboard Tartar system 

She was recommissioned 19 Feb selects, sets up and, if release is 
1951 and designated an antisub- given, launches the missiles auto- 
marine destroyer. matically. 

On 1 Jul 1960, she was outfitted In Sydney and Melbourne, Towers 
with a drone antisubmarine helicop- participated in ceremonies commem- 
ter landing deck after a seven-month orating the 20th anniversary of the 
FRAM overhaul. Early this year, she Battle of the Coral Sea. 





Twelve ( COMCRUDESFLOT TWELVE) 
with the guided missile cruiser uss 
Canberra (CAG 2 )  at Norfolk, Va., 
as flagship. 

Destroyer Kayoes Flattop 
Don’t let anyone tell you that 

destroyermen aren’t tough. They’ll 
tell you themselves that they are- 
usually at the drop of a hat. And 
currently listed among the more 
thoroughly convinced is the crew of 
the antisubmarine warfare support 
aircraft carrier uss Intrepid (CVS 
11). 

Intrepid, carrying a crew (includ- 
ing air group) of more than 2000, 
officer and enlisted, and the de- 
stroyer uss Norris (DD 859) with 
a complement about one-tenth as 
large, were among a group of ships 
which dropped anchor at Guantan- 
am0 Bay, Cuba, for a week-end not 
so long ago. 

On the docket, along with some 
eagerly awaited liberty aboard the 
Navy Base after three weeks at sea, 
was a scheduled Saturday night box- 
ing smoker, matching nine NorTiS 
mittsters with a like number of In- 
trepid ringmen. 

One thousand spectators gathered 
on Intrepid’s number one elevator 
at the appointed time-and more 
than a few carriermen in attend- 
ance wore slightly patronizing ex- 
pressions. Some two hours later, 
however, all that had changed-and 
the dazed Intrepid boxers and their 
equally stunned shipmates were still 
trying to get the number of that 
truck. 

In rapid succession Fireman Dick 
Copeland, Fireman Bill Church, and 
Seaman Bob Lutz bombed their way 
to TKO victories, and teammates 
Machinist’s Mate Second Class 
Charles Andrews, Ship’s Serviceman 
Second Class Ervin Adams, Seaman 
Don Kemper, Gunner’s Mate Third 
Class Winston Hooper and Seaman 
Denver Criss reeled off unanimous 
decision wins, as the battling de- 
stroyermen won eight of the nine 
bouts staged. 

Shelton Is Seventh Fleet’s Best 
The Seventh Fleet’s uss Shelton 

(DD 790) has steamed off with 
“Best Destroyer” honors after three 
months of competition in antisub- 
marine warfare operations with Car- 
rier Division 15. Shelton, skippered 
by CDR M. J. Schwitters, USN, nosed 
out seven other CarDiv 15 DDs for 
the award.. Competition was based 
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CANNED’ WALLABY - Mascot of USS Gurke (DD 783) gets better 
acquainted with CO, CDR R. E. Kipe, USN, during stopover in Hawaii. 

Gurke’s Mascot Is a Wallaby, Baby Kangaroo 
Joey Wallaby is a girl and she’s 

aboakd uss Gurke (DD 783) in 
the Pacific. She’s a great friend of 
most of the crew, She likes the ar- 
rangement and so do her friends. 

Just to make it official, Joey has 
a service jacket, a shot card and a 
pay record. 

As you may have heard, strange 
things sometimes happen in the Far 
East. When the ship was in Cairns, 
Queensland, Australia, Dean H. 
Beeler, SM1, USN, bought Joey for 
$100 and gave her to the crew. 
CDR Richard E. Kipe, USN, CO of 
Gurke, welcomed her aboard and 
gave her official status. 

Joey goes on liberty with some of 
her friends whenever the ship hits 
port. She is not, however, an ex- 
pensive date. She doesn’t enjoy 
movies or other such entertainment 
too much, and her favorite dinner is 
canned dog food. 

While underway, Joey has the 
run of the ship. When the weather 
permits, she sleeps on deck near the 
bridge in a well-ventilated private 
room which was presented to her by 
the Long Beach Naval Shipyard. 

The crew of Gurke think Joey is 
the only Australian miniature 
kangaroo mascot aboard a U.S. 
Navy ship. 

on the division’s hunter-killer opera- 
tions from January through March 
1962. 

CarDiv 15 is comprised of De- 
stroyer Divisions 92 and 252, the 
carrier uss Benningtm (CVS 20), 
and Carrier Air Group CVSG-59. 
Squadrons which operate from Ben- 
nington as air group units are VS-33 
and VS-38, both of which fly the 
S2F Tracker; HS-8, which operates 
the HSS-1N Sea But whirlybird; and 
a detachment of VAW-11 ADS-W 
Skyuider aircraft. 

Air units receiving ‘best” honors 
in the quarterly competition were: 

Best VS flight crew- (VS 38) CDR 
T. W. Mullen, LT M. P. Moesen, 
W. C. Joslin, A02, and H. D. Ellis, 
AT2. 

Best HS aircrew-(HS-8) LT E. 
R. Palmer, LTJG A. J. Blanchard, 

J. E. Stevenson, SOA2, and R. P. 
Ping, SOA3 

Best VAW-11 aircrew-LTJG R. 
C. Billingsley, LTJG H, J. Scarbor- 
ough, and H. L. Potter, AT2. 

First DD School Grads 
The U. S. Naval Destroyer School 

at Newport, R. I., graduated its first 
class of 38 potential department 
heads last July. 

The graduating class, composed of 
lieutenants and lieutenants junior 
grade, began its training on 8 Jan- 
uary and completed a course de- 
signed to provide the Fleet Destroyer 
Force with officers who are proficient 
in all phases of shipboard duty. 

Classes convene at the school four 
times a year and will provide about 
100 professionally qualified de- 
stroyer officers annually. 
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were set afire and destroyed. Each of the ships was also 
awarded the PUC. 

A brief description of one action, that of Buka Island 
on 24-25 November will illustrate the type of life these 
destroyers led. Ordered by VADM William F. Halsey, 
Jr., USN, to intercept a suspected evacuation of aviation 
personnel from Bougainville Island, the then Captain 
Burke led his squadron of six destroyers to a line run- 
ning from Buka to St. George Channel where at 0141, 
25 November, radar surface contacts were made about 
22,000 yards to the east. Ausburne, Claxton and Dyson, 
covered by Converse and Spence, headed in for a tor- 
pedo attack. (Study,  suffering from boiler trouble, was 
unable to make the run.) The targets were the Japanese 
destroyers Onumi and Makinumi about to be joined by 
three destroyer-transports which had just taken aboard 
the Buka personnel. 

Maneuvering until about 50 degrees off the enemy's 
port bow, the three destroyers let go 15 torpedoes, then 
turned hard right 90 degrees to miss any the enemy 
might offer. The destroyer Onumi disintegrated in a ball 
of fire which rose an estimated 300 feet. The destroyer 
Makinami exploded in flames and separated in two 
floating sections. Leaving Converse and Spence to finish 
off Makinami, the other three went on to attack the 
destroyer transports Amdgiri, Yugiri and Uzuki, all of 
which fled at top speed. 

At 0215, acting on a hunch, Burke ordered a sharp 
change of course to the right to avoid enemy torpedoes. 
The division steadied on a course of 060 degrees and 
about a minute later came back to course 015 degrees. 
At this moment three heavy explosions jarred the ships 
so heavily that the men of Charles Ausburne felt im; 
pelled to look at the bow to see whether or not it was 
still there. Since their ship was all in one piece, they 
were sure that one of the following ships had been hit. 
Each of those astern was of the opinion that another ship 
of the division had suffered a hit. The explosions were 
the torpedoes from Yugtri exploding at the end of their 
run in the wake of Charles Ausburne and her division. 

Unable to close within torpedo-launching range, each 
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SETTING SUN-Kamikaze planes, such as this one, 
figured in many WW II DD actions which led to PUCs. 

and violkntly zigzagging in protection of vessels stricken 
with armor-piercing shells, anti-personnel projectiles and 
suicide bombers. 

With one carrier of the group sunk, others badly 
damaged and squadron aircraft coordinating in the at- 
tacks by making dry runs over the enemy fleet as the 
Japanesd closed in for the kill, two of the unit’s destroy- 
ers and one escort vessel charged the battleships 
point-blank and, expending their last torpedoes in des- 
perate defense of the entire group, went down under 
the enemy’s shells as a climax to two and one-half hours 
of sustained combat. 

During this battle the destroyers Hoe1 and Johnston, 
and the DE Samuel B .  Roberts were sunk; by the time 
the engagement had ended, John C. Butler had ex- 
pended all her 5-inch ammunition with the exception of 
a small quantity of antiaircraft projectiles. 

u ss BU~HANAN (DD 484) WON her PUC for her work 
in the Guadalcanal landings, and the New Georgia, 

Treasury-Bougainville, SoIomon Islands, and Bismarck 
operations. She bombarded shore installations, per- 
formed rescues at sea (including 350 men from uss 
Astorkz, CA 34),  engaged in pitched battles with Jap- 
anese forces, acted as escort, covered landing operations, 
fought off enemy torpedo bombers, dive bombers 
and kamikaze pilots and chased and sank submarines. 
Although she fought during the entire war, the period 
for which she earned her PUC ran from 7 Aug 1942 to 
26 Feb 1944 (an unusually long period for a PUC) . 

Similar “routine” chores were performed by almost 
all the shim of the Third and Fifth Fleets in the Pacific 
during this period, but a handful of destroyers and 
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escort vessels have earned special distinctions. 
us Maury (DD 401), for example, is credited with 

sinking, or helping to sink, three light Japanese cruisers, 
10 destroyers, one patrol vessel, and shooting down 10 
enemy planes. She earned her PUC for her work during 
the early (1  Feb 1942 to 6 Aug 1943) operations, and 
received a total of 15 battle stars. She successfully sur- 
vived the war. 

uss John D. Ford (DD 228) and Pope ( D D  225) 
fought together during the early, bitter days of the war, 
fighting a rear guard action as the Allies fell back toward 
Australia in early 1942. They were awarded their PUCs 
for their work in the Java campaign from 23 Jan to 2 
March 1942. Both ships later saw action in the Atlantic. 

uss Nicholas (DD 449) and Radford (DD 446) 
each earned their PUCs for their part in the rescue of 
the survivors of uss Helena (CL 5 0 ) ,  sunk during the 
battle of Kula Gulf, 5, 6 Ju1 1943. Nicholas rescued 
291 survivors, taking Japanese ships under torpedo and 
gunfire during the rescue operations. When it came time 
to retire, one boat crew of Radford chose to remain in 
the vicinity of the sinking, and contributed to the rescue 
of approximately 85 additional survivors, including the 
commanding officer of Heknu. 

uss O’BANNON (DD 450) participated in one of the 
more publicized moments of the early days of the 

war when, finding a Japanese sub basking on the surface, 
O’Bannon scored hits on its conning tower. A fictional- 
ized account had the destroyer’s crew, unable to reach 
the armory for small arms, throwing potatoes at the 
Japanese trying to board the DD, and frightening them 
into thinking the potatoes were grenades. Actually, the 
sub submerged after its conning tower was damaged, 
and OBannon made three depth charge runs to sink it. 

Although OBannon was awarded the PUC (for the 
period 7 Oct 1942 to 7 Oct 1943), 20 battle stars and 
other awards, no member of her crew ever qualified for 
the Purple Heart. She went through the battles of Guad- 
alcanal and Leyte Gulf; helped sink a battleship, sank 
a cruiser, destroyer and submarine; shot down fighter 
planes and bombers; supported landings at New Georgia, 
Guadalcanal, New Guinea, Bataan and Corregidor (and 
saw Korean War action), without suffering serious dam- 
age. (These statistics about her charmed life are claims 
which still remain to be disproved.) 

uss Smith (DD 378) also lived intensively for a few 
hours on 26 Oct 1942. During the battle of Santa Cruz, 
althouoh Smith was badly crippled by an enemy torpedo 
plane crash landing on her forecastle, she manaped to 
maintain position in the screen and keep firing all guns 
still serviceable. As her PUC citation reads in part: 

‘ I .  . . Smgh, with her forward topside abandoned and 
aflame, gallantly held to her screening position on an 
aircraft carrier and fought off attacking planed until 
the fire could be extinguished.” Despite this damage, she 
went on to fight the rest of the war. 

u ss STEFWIT ( DD 407) WAS ANOTHER DD whose survi- 
val would appear to be a miracle if miracles were 

not so commonplace. Within 34 minutes of the Guadal- 
canal night battle, 12-13 Nov 1942, Sterett had received 
11 hits and two near misses. Only her forward guns 
were still intact, but during the battle she had engaged 
three enemy vessels; one battleship (the Hiyei) , one 
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light cruiser, and one destroyer. Numerous fires were 
started on the bow of the cruiser, which later exploded. 
Two positive hits were scored on the BB from a range 
of 3000 yards; five-inch salvos from very close range 
caused fires on her superstructure and she was partially 
abandoned. The destroyer was taken under fire and 
blown up by two torpedo hits and two 5-inch salvos. 
More than 20 per cent of Sterett’s men were casualties, 
yet she not only survived the battle, but went on to win 
12 battle stars in the Asiatic-Pacific area. 

Sterett earned her PUC in one night. It took Englund 
(DE 635) two weeks to earn hers, but in so doing she 
sank six Japanese submarines. She suffered no injuries 
during this period (19 to 31 May 1944), but later. was 
severely damaged by a suicide plane. 

UST TO THOROUGHLY CONFUSE the record, there were 
two uss Lufeys during World War 11, both destroy- 

ers, and both won PUCs. The first, DD 459, won her 
award for action in the Southwest Pacific area from 15 
Sep to 13 Nov 1942. Lafey only survived three battles, 
but she fought them well. As her citation states: Braving 
hostile fire to rescue survivors from submarine-infested 
waters, Lafey, after fighting effectively in the battle off 
Cape Esperance, successfully repelled an aerial torpedo 
attack, and although badly crippled and set afire, in- 
flicted severe damage on Japanese naval units off Saw 
Island. 

Lafey I I ,  more officially known a s  DD 724, earned 
her PUC at Okinawa, 16 Apr 1945. The preceding 
weeks had been busy, but on the 16th Lafey lived to 
full capacity for a few minutes. Attacked by more than 
50 Japanese planes, Combat Air Patrol attempted to 
protect Lafey and although many were shot down, at 
least 22 got through. Of these, nine were downed by 
W e y ’ s  own antiaircraft efforts and several more went 
down from a combination of antiaircraft and CAP. 
Eighty minutes after the attack started it was over. And 
Lafey had taken four bomb hits, five kamikaze hits, and 
was grazed by three more suicide attacks. 

Of Lafey’s men, 32 were killed or missing, and almost 
70 more were wounded. Her steering gear was jammed 
26” left, allowing her to steam only in circles. Fires and 
flooding were not yet under control. Her after twin 
five-inch mount was destroyed, as were seven of her 11 
2Omm g u n s  and four of her 12 40mm guns. Automatic 
fire control was gone completely. Yet she lived to sur- 
vive the trip to the States for repair and was ready to 
go again when peace was declared. To the best of out 
knowledge, she is still in commission. 

L A F ~ Y ’ S  EXPERIENCE is almost typical of those ships 
who went through the Okinawa campaign. Of these, 

the destroyers Bmnion (DD 662) ,  Cowell (DD 547), 
Evans (DD 552), Hugh W. HudZey (DD 774) and 
Wadswdh (DD 516) were selected to receive PUCs. 

During the period from 1 Apr to 1 Jun 1945, the ac- 
tion was so intense as to almost defy description. Life 
aboard these ships can best be conveyed by again quot- 
ing from a PUC citation which might be common to all: 

“For extraordinary heroism in action on radar picket 
duty during the Okinawa campaign. A natural and fre- 
quent target of the heavy Japanese aerial attack while 
occupying advanced and isolated stations, USS --- 
defeated all efforts of enemy kamikaze and divebomb- 
ing planes to destroy her. Constantly vigilant and ready 
for battle day and night, she sent out early air warning, 
provided fighter direction and, with her own fierce gun- 
fire downed -- hostile planes, shared in the destruction 
of others and routed many more and she rendered val- 
iant service in preventing the Japanese from striking in 
force the naval forces off the Okinawa beachhead. A 
valiant fighting ship, ------ , her officers and her 
men withstood the stress and perils of vital radar picket 
duty, achieving a gallant combat record which attests 
the teamwork, courage and skill of her entire company 
and enhances the finest traditions of the United States 
naval service.” 

Those final words just about sum up all we have to 
say about destroyer types and their men. 

USS O’BANNON - If a ship could tell sea stories, O’Bcmnon (DD 450) would have some good ones to listen to. 
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two 34nch and five 6-pounder guns. 
Her trM speed was recorded as 29 
knats. The ship was first commissioned 
at Norfolk, Va., on 19 May 1902. 

Until 191 7 Decatur served in the Far 
East with the Asiatic Fleet. Her most 
frequent base o f  operations was Cavite, 
Philippines. 

I n  October 191 7 the destroyer arrived 
in Gibraltar for duty with the U. S.  
Patrol Squudrons. Throughout the war 
she performed patrol and convoy duties 
in the Atlantic and Mediterranean area. 
(On 9 N m  1918 Decatur and HMS De- 
fender were escorting HMS Britannia 
when the h e r  wos torpedoed by an 
enemy sub.} 

Decatur was taken out o f  commission 
at Phdudelphia, Pa., on 20 Jun 1919. 
Her m e  was &ken from the Navy 
list in September 1919. 

The third Decatur ( D D  341 ), c m  
s t w e d  at Mme Island, Calif., was 
commissioned in August 1922. 

From September 1923 to Febrwy 
1937 Decatur was chiefly engaged in 
operations along the western seaboard, 
interspersed b y  Fleet maneuvers in the 
Caribbeun. She made o m i s e  to Aus- 
tralia in 1925, Oisiting Samoa and New 
Zealand en route. Hawaii was a fre- 

In 1937 Decatur reported for duty 
with Destroyer Squadron 10 at No+folk, 
Va. Until September 1941 she engaged 
in midshipman and Naval Reserve train- 
ing cruises off the east coast, and con- 
ducted neutrality patrols as a unit of 
Destroyer Squadron 27. 

During the first two years of World 
War 11, Decatur served as an escort ship 
and performed convoy duties of the 
eastern coast of the United States. 

Beginning in November 1943 she en- 
gaged in atisubmarine and convoy 
work in the Atlantic. 

The third Decatur was taken out o f  
commission at PhiEadelphiu in July 
1945. She was sold for scrap several 
months later. 

The fourth Decatur (DD 936) is o f  
the more recent Forrest Shennan class. 
She was constructed at Quincy, Mass., 
and commissioned at Boston in Decm-  
ber 1956. The ship is 418% feet in 
length and measures 45 feet at the ex- 
treme beam. She carries 22 oficers and 
289 enlisted men. 

Today’s Decatur is active In the At- 
lantic Fleet. She’s the &ship o f  De- 
stroyer Squadron 20, which b based in 
Newport, R. I.-ED. 

Hashmark for Ship’s ‘E’ 
SIR: This is the first letter I have 

written to an editor and I regret it must 
be for the purpose of taking ALL HANDS 
to task. 

On page 25 of your March issue, the 
answer to a letter to the editor headed 
“Right or Left Hashmarks?” stated the 
hashmark under a ship’s “E” should 
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quent port o f  call. 

slant from upper right to lower left. 
BuShips Manual Article 19.154-5 was 
cited as authority. 

This manual was superseded in 1959 
by the BuShips Technical Manual which 
indirectly refers to the direction of the 
slant in article 19-154(5) stating that 
the hashmark should slant from upper 
left to lower right as the signalman 
maintained in the letter you published 
in March.-O.H.W., LCDR, USN. 

ALL HANDS was correct in essence, 
but the source should have been given 
as “BuShips Technical Manual” dded 
15 April 1959 as revised 15 July 1961 
and subsequent revisigns. 

The correct slant for the hashmark 
under a ship’s “E” is as we described it 
in the March issue. 

Hashmark painters and others would 
probably be interested in reading an 
article on the subject on page 36 of the 
March 1961 “BuShips ]ourd.”-E~. 

Claims for 2 I 00-Tonners 
Sm: At present I serve in Destroyer 

Squadron 21, which consists of the 
following Fhchez-class 2100-ton 
( standard displacement) DDs: Gregory 

mann (DD 687), McDennllt (DD 
677), Braine (DD 630), Ingersoll (DD 
652), Cogswell (DD 651) and Stod- 
dard (DD 566). 

I am certain this is the only squadron 
of 2100-tonners on the West Coast, and 
am fairly certain there are no such 
squadrons on the East Coast. If this is 
true, DESRON 21 is the last all-2100 
squadron. 

After some research on this subject, 
I’ve come up with an indication that 
DESRON 21 was also the first squadron 
of 2100-ton DDs-formed during the 
Solomon Islands campaign of World 
War 11-made up of the then brand-new 

Can you verify that DESRON 21 was 
the first-and is now the last-2100-ton 
DESRON? 

Also, can you explain why Gregory, 
our squadron flagship, has such a high 
hull number? Many of the 2250-ton 
destroyers, launched a year after 
Gregory, carry numbers in the 700s. 

I’d like to add that I, and many other 
destroyermen, believe that pound for 
pound, and for the job they were built 
to do, the 2100-ton DDs were the 
greatest all-around fighting ships the 
Navy has ever had. I’m not trying to 
start a controversy, just stating an opin- 
ion. Those still in service are doing a 
fine job on patrols, with antisubmarine 
warfare, carrier plane guarding, etc. 

Speaking of good work, I have often 
marveled at the job your research staff 
does in digging up information on ships, 
past and present.-A.B., YNCS, USN. 

First, thanks for the kind words. 
ALL HANDS researchers receive plenty 
of brickbats; an occasional bouquet is 
a welcome contrast. 

(DD 802), Mullany (DD 528), Uhl- 

Fletcher-cl~s DDs. 

TAKING STATION - The destroyer 
USS Trathen (DD 530) manuevers 
into position to be refueled at sea. 

Next ( w e  hate to disappoint you, 
friend), your DESRON 21 is not the 
last all-2100 squadron. DESRON 28 on 
the East Coast is comprised of the fol- 
lowing Fletcher-class ships (all former 
ASW destroyers): Wager ( D D  466), 
Conway ( D D  507), Cony ( D D  5081, 
Bearss ( D D  654), Eaton ( D D  510), 
Bache ( D D  470), Beale ( D D  471) 
and Murray (DD 576). 

Furthemme, we doubt that DESRON 
21 was the first squudron of 2100-ton- 
ners. DESRON 21 was not activated 
until 10 Mar 1943, while 24 ships of 
the Fletcher-class were commissioned in 
1942. USS Nicholas ( D D  449) was the 
sqwdron’s first flagship, and eight other 
Fletcher types, which had appeared in 
Fleet organization listings as far back 
as August 1942, rounded out the DES- 
RON. 

The comparatively high hull number 
o f  your squadron flagship (Gregory, 
DD 802), is easily explained. When 
she was under construction, DD hull 
numbers were assigned to particulur 
building yards without regard to the 
chronological hull sequence of class. 

The Fletchers, which appeared in 
1942, were the heavyweights among 
U.S. DDs until the appearance of the 
Allen M. Sumner class (standard dis- 
placement: 2200 tons). The ,first of the 
Sumners was Barton ( D D  722), com- 
missioned in 1943. At the time, several 
other chses,  including some 1600- 
tonners, were under construction at 
various yards. 

Therefore, the Fletcher-class hull 
numbers are interspersed among seg- 
ments of numbers running from the 
400s to 8005, intervened by hull 
numbers of ships of the Benson, 
Gleaves, Sumner and Gearing classes, 
all of which were under comtructiop 07 

planned for construction by the Navy 
during the same period.-ED. 
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